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The desire to move on from
Brexit has crossed the channel
and arrived on the continent

At the moment where the intense negotiations in
Brussels could finally - after three years of drama
- come to an end, it is particularly interesting to
analyse closely the European perspective of Brexit.

Two recent studies carried out by Kantar

have looked to shed new light on Brexit;

Le Centre Kantar sur le Futur de I'Europe looked
at the European attitudes towards Brexit in six
EU countries and Kantar's International Electoral
Team who researched the views of British citizens
("expats”) living in the EU on Brexit.

KEY FINDINGS

With the exception of Germany, majorities of citizens in
each of the other European countries surveyed believed
the UK would leave the EU on the 31 of October.
Of those who thought the UK would leave, it was distinctly
more common to believe that it would be without a deal.
In contrast, a majority of British expats believe the UK will not
leave in the EU on the 31st, while an even larger proportion
of the British public also shared this view.
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2 In all six countries large proportions of citizens (over half
in all bar the Netherlands) believe the EU should not
allow any further extension of the Brexit deadline; with far
fewer Europeans believing the EU should renegotiate the Brexit
deal to make it more workable for the UK. Our analysis also
reveals that EU citizens seem to be very aware of the negative
consequences of Brexit, with over 50% of the population in
each of the countries surveyed (except France) believing
Brexit to be a bad thing. Yet Europeans are also firmly
convinced that, in the case of a no-deal Brexit, Brits and
the UK will be far worse off than the EU, their country, or
themselves as citizens. The Irish, as well as British expats, are
the exception to this rule, both of whom are far more worried
than other Europeans about the personal impacts of Brexit.

There remains continued desire amongst

European citizens to pursue and support the
European project, to the extent that in certain countries
surveyed (Germany and Spain), citizens were in favour
of a referendum on their EU membership to express their
support for the EU. In all six countries, when asked how they
would vote in such a referendum, there were overwhelming
majorities in favour of the EU.
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With less than two weeks before the UK is due to leave the European Union, UK Prime

Minister Boris Johnson’s attention looked towards intense engagement with EU leaders.

In light of this shift, le Centre Kantar sur le Futur de I'Europe has conducted a study across

six European countries (France, Germany, Ireland, the Netherland, Poland and Spain)

to explore views of Brexit across the continent. To complement this, Kantar’s International

Election Team carried out a further, complementary study to discover the views of

British citizens living in six European countries (“expats”) (Ireland, Spain, Italy, Portugal,

Sweden and Belgium) regarding Brexit to assess how they differ to the British public'.

In or out the 315t of October?
Europeans divided

In line with the uncertainty and lack of clarity surrounding
Brexit amongst the British people, there is likewise no clear
consensus amongst Europeans when it comes to what they
think will happen on the 31 of October.

THE UNITED KINGDOM IS DUE TO
LEAVE THE EUROPEAN UNION ON 31T OCTOBER.
WHAT DO YOU THINK WILL HAPPEN ON THE 315" OF OCTOBER?

In %  ®Will not leave on October 31t © Don't know
® Leave with deal @ Leave without a deal

Total remain

49°|A 43*|% 4075

& W (N

GERMANY POLAND IRELAND
38% 44 45%
Total leave

33‘|% 297/0
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SPAIN FRANCE

56% 46% 51%

With the exception of Germany -the only country where the
UK not leaving on the 31" is the view held by the majority -
between 44% and 56% of citizens in each of the other five

countries believe the UK will leave the EU on the 31, albeit
with the important caveat that the majority holding this
opinion? affirm that such an exit would be without a deal.
Despite this, significant proportions of those researched
believe that the UK will not leave after the 315t of October,
with 40% or more German (49%), Polish (43%) and Irish
(40%) citizens affirming this to be the case, illustrating how
Europeans are not just divided, but uncertain regarding what
will happen in the coming weeks. The views of Germans, in
contrast to the five other European countries, are relatively
similar to the views of British expats in the EU, 39% of whom
believe it is likely that the UK will leave the EU on the 31 of
October, whilst 45% believe that the UK will not have left by
the 31t In contrast, just 30% of the British public think the
UK will leave the EU on the 31t of October, distinctly less than
both Europeans and expats.

The EU & UK Role in Negotiations:
A Stark Contrast

Furthermore, perceptions of the roles played by British Prime
Ministers in the negotiations are very negative. Thus,

Boris Johnson is judged by just 17% of Poles to have played
a ‘good’ or ‘very good’ role in the Brexit negotiations,

his highest score across the six EU countries researched
reaching a low of only 4% of Germans positively

judging his contribution.

Theresa May, fares slightly better - but not by much;
reaching a high of 26% of Dutch citizens praising her
contribution to the negotiations, whilst the Germans are
once again the harshest critic of the former British PM

(16% “very good/good”). In contrast, the role played by
the European Commission in the negotiations is judged
somewhat more positively, particularly by the Germans
(45% stating it has played a positive role) and the Irish
(41% affirming its positive role). Furthermore, if not positive,

I Throughout this report, any references to opinions of British public are drawn from Kantar’s Brexit Barometer:
https://www.kantar.com/public/our-thinking/latest/brexit-barometer-september-2019

2 Except in Poland, where the Total leave is equally divided between “leave with deal” (22%) and “leave without a deal” (22%)

© KANTAR

THE EUROPEAN PERCEPTION ON BREXIT | 2



»
‘* i*
*

»
4*; ¥@\

CENTRE KANTAR *%#FUTUR DE L'EUROPE

all six countries were more likely to judge the European Brexit: The desired course action
Commission’s contribution to the negotiations as ‘neither
of the Europeans

good nor bad’ than actively bad, whereas when it came to

Boris Johnson the inverse was true. One stand-out result exposed by this study is that a
majority of Europeans consider that the EU should not allow
IN THE ONGOING BREXIT NEGOTIATIONS, any further extension of the deadline (with two-thirds of
HOW WOULD YOU ASSESS THE ROLE PLAYED SO FAR Germans agreeing with this statement): this likely reflects

?
SIS HOE ORI NGk ¥ a kind of Brexit fatigue, and perhaps, for some citizens, the

In % ~Total: A Good/Very Good Role feeling that they would prefer to have it over and done with,
even if that means a no-deal exit.

4V
o 5 1 10 TO WHAT EXTENT DO YOU AGREE OR DISAGREE
i?{‘ THAT IN THE ONGOING BREXIT NEGOTIATIONS...?
= E In % -Total Agree
BORIS v \J
SOOI DE L The EU should not allow any
further extension of the deadline "
26 5, 56 57 57
47
16 17
i . I
THERESA ~
MAY DE NL o V'
NL PL IE ES FR DE
45
Similarly, in all six countries, more citizens believe that
the EU should leave it up to the UK to make a decision
on its future from the existing options, compared with those
who think the EU should offer a renegotiation of the Brexit
deal to make it more workable for the UK-with the gap
EUROPEAN ' between these two options being particularly prevalent
COMMISSION NL ES IE DE

in the Netherlands, Spain, Germany and France.

. - TO WHAT EXTENT DO YOU AGREE OR DISAGREE
Like Europeans researched by Kantar, British expats THAT IN THE ONGOING BREXIT NEGOTIATIONS. .2

have a very poor view of the British government’s role

In % - Total A
in the negotiations - 86% feel the British government is npTietaiagree

handling the negotiations ‘poorly’ - whilst they are more The EU should leave it up to the UK to
positive towards the European Commission’s role in the make a decision on the given options
negotiations, with 57% affirming that the Commission 60 67

has been handling the negotiations very or fairly well. In

43 45 o2a
contrast, the British public are slightly less negative towards
their own government's involvement in the negotiations,
but around two-thirds of them still describe it as very or
fairly poor (65%).
~ \J
DE IE FR NL PL

&
ES
HOW WELL DO YOU THINK THE UK GOVERNMENT
IS HANDLING THE BREXIT NEGOTIATIONS? The EU should offer the UK a renegociation
of the Brexit deal to make it more
e el FoEle workable for the UK

Very /fairly well 20 30
- 86% °
Very /fairly -65%
poorly
-
DE NL
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In light of the above, and whilst keeping in mind the fact
that close to nine in ten British expats thinking the

UK government is handling the negotiations poorly,

it is interesting to note that more than half of British expats
(51%) now believe that a 'no deal’ scenario is the likeliest
conclusion to Brexit.

HOW LIKELY OR UNLIKELY DO YOU THINK IT IS THAT
THE UK WILL LEAVE THE EU WITHOUT A DEAL ?
BY THIS WE MEAN AN EXIT WITHOUT ANY AGREE EXIT TERMS.

EXPATS

~-18%
Very likely 510/
o
e Total
Fairly likely :\illglf,eql
—26%
Not very likely 36%
Total
~-10% No-deal
Not at all likely unlikely

Brexit: Perceived consequences

Despite the willingness on behalf of European citizens to
have Brexit finalised, regardless of whether that results in a
no-deal, Europeans are not blind to the consequences

of Brexit. For example, with the exception of France (40%),
over 50% of citizens in each of the other five countries
believed Brexit was a ‘bad’ or ‘very bad’ thing, with this total
being expressed by close to three-quarters of Germans and
the Irish, and over two-thirds of Spaniards.

IN ' YOUR OPINION, IS BREXIT A GOOD THING OR A BAD THING?

In % -Total Agree

Brexit is a bad thing
68 73 74
55 58
n l l !
FR PL NL ES IE DE
Moreover, most Europeans seem to be aware that

Brexit will have damaging consequences for the EU with
approximately half of Dutch (53%), German (52%) and
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Irish (46%) citizens believing the European Union will be
worse off as a result of a no-deal Brexit. This figure even
increases to 68% of Spanish citizens but decreases distinctly
for French and Polish citizens (38% and 21% respectively).
Europeans are relatively unanimous in their assessment

of what they envisage these consequences to be, with

all the countries researched except the Ireland naming
‘consequences for the European economy and trade’ as
what would be the most significant impact of Brexit.

IF THE UK LEAVES THE EU WITHOUT A DEAL
ON THE 315" OCTOBER, DO YOU THINK THE FOLLOWING
WILL BE BETTER OR WORSE OFF...?

In % - Will be worse off

B The UK MW The EU ™ Your own country M Your personally

FRANCE POLAND L NETHERLAND
L 5o Yoo T

Hl 38 M 21 I 53
I 33 I -2 I -/
B4 M 20 20

IRELAND SPAIN GERMANY
h 74 L 77 h 82

I 26 I 2 -
' B o B is
I 50 Hl 33 [ W

However, it is crucial to note firstly that, again with the
exception of Ireland (50%), a third or less of citizens among
the five other countries thought a no-deal Brexit would result
in them personally being worse off. Furthermore, the citizens
of all six countries are more likely to consider that in the case
of a no-deal Brexit, the UK will be worse off than the EU will
be. Hence, it seems that, although aware of the consequences
of Brexit, Europeans believe that these will be felt to a greater
extent by Brits and the UK, than by Europeans or the EU. The
graphic above demonstrates these key results.

As hinted at above, Ireland is somewhat of a special case;
Irish citizens are notably more concerned about the
potential consequences of Brexit affecting them than their
counterparts in the other five EU countries surveyed. For
example, Irish citizens are more likely to believe a no-deal
Brexit will result in their country being worse off than other
Europeans (71%). Similarly, when approaching Brexit from

a personal perspective, the Irish are again much more likely
to believe that they will be personally worse off than other
Europeans (50%). The fact that of the six European countries
surveyed, Ireland was the only country to name the most
significant impact of Brexit as being problems regarding ‘the
supply and price of products from the UK’, can probably be
seen as another sign of the profound worry of Irish citizens
concerning the tangible and personal consequences of
Brexit, particularly when compared to the more impersonal
factor, ‘the consequences for the European economy and
trade’, most commonly chosen by the other five countries.
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British expats in the EU echo the sentiments of Irish citizens
and differ quite distinctly from other Europeans in their
perception of the risks and potential consequences of
Brexit. Whereas we have seen that Europeans in general
are not very worried about Brexit affecting them personally
(excluding Ireland, an average of only 21% of citizens per
country express this worry), this is far from the case for
British expats living in the EU; 70% of whom believe a
no-deal exit on the 31 of October would have a negative
impact on them personally by the end of this year, with the
same proportion stating that this negative impact would
continue until the end of 2020.

The opinions of Britons are more aligned with that of
Europeans neither equate Brexit and its consequences
with a tangible change to or worsening of their personal
material circumstances. Hence, as opposed to the 70% of
British expats, only 31% of the British public believe that
they would personally experience a fairly or very negative
impact from a no-deal exit on the 31¢* of October.

NOW IMAGINE THAT BRITAIN LEFT THE EU ON 31" OCTOBER
WITHOUT A DEAL. DO YOU THING THAT THE IMPACT
FOR YOU PERSONALLY WOULD BE POSITIVE OR NEGATIVE...

In % - Very/fairly negative

70 70

31 30
. By the end . By the end
of this year of next year

[t is thus worth considering if the opinions and sensitivities
of both the Irish and British expats regarding the damaging

B Expats B GB public

consequences of Brexit should not be given more attention.
Given that the majority of European citizens and the

British public in general do not seem to fully perceive Brexit
affecting them, or in some cases, even their country as a
whole, the concerns of the Irish and British expats represent

an invaluable insight that should be taken as a warning sign

to help prevent Europe and the UK from sleepwalking into a
Brexit whose consequences it does not fully recognise.

A positive consequence?
An important feeling of membership
in the EU countries researched

One final result worth noting that arises from this study is the

unity between the six European countries researched, and

their desire to continue to pursue and support the European
project, regardless of whether the UK is a part of that or not.

This sentiment is felt to such an extent in certain countries,
primarily Germany and Spain, that important shares of
the population express a desire for a referendum on EU
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membership, so as to be able to demonstrate their support
for the EU. l.e. 45% of Germans and 40% of Spaniards are
in favour of a referendum of their country’s EU membership,
the two highest scores out of the six countries. However,
when asked how they would vote in such a referendum,
75% of Germans state they would vote to remain, against
only 17% for leave, whilst 72% of Spaniards would choose to
remain and only 13% to leave.

HOW WOULD YOU VOTE IF THERE WAS A
REFERENDUM ON EU MEMBERSHIP IN [YOUR COUNTRY]?

In % -Voting intentions
1 Total suppport for a referendum

® \ote to remain @ Vote to leave
GERMANY @1
h 45 é 75 40 é} 72
17 13

FRANCE IRELAND

éZﬁl g@

POLAND AR, |\ ETHERLANDS
‘ 31 %} 75 - 30 g 60
13 19

Furthermore, even France (52% remain, 24% leave)

and the Netherlands (60% remain, 19% leave), the two
countries ‘least favourable’ to remaining in the EU, still have
overwhelming majorities in favour of remaining, whilst in the
other four countries, over 70% of voters would opt for remain
and only 17% or less would choose to leave.
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Europeans are opposed to any further extension
of deadline after the 31 of October: they seem to
be fed up with the never-ending story of Brexit.

Both Europeans and British expats perceive
the role played by the European Commission
in a far more positive light than that of the
British government.

Additionally, even though, with the exception of
the Irish and British expats, citizens on both sides
of the channel are not particularly worried about
experiencing a personal impact as a result of
Brexit, there do exist worries regarding the impact
of Brexit on the economy on both the national
and European scale. It is on this issue in particular,
where people need to be reassured and worries
need to be assuaged. On this aspect, Irish citizens
are quite specific when it comes to their concerns
surrounding Brexit, with many more worries
regarding tangible personal consequences.
Communication in their direction should thus be
shaped carefully, bearing in mind their specific
needs and worries. Finally, it is important to

note that despite the setback of Brexit, there
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‘Centre Kantar sur le Futur de L'Europe’ brings
together a pan-European team of researchers
with expertise in political and opinion polling,
social and economic trends and migration.
The Centre aims to contribute to the quality

remains strong support and unity amongst the of public debate through Kantar’s analysis and

six countries for the EU, and no appetite for
experiencing the same as UK citizens.

knowledge of public opinion and political change
in Europe and its member countries.
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For a better public realm.

Kantar Public Division is a global consulting and
research business, providing public policy services
to government, the public sector, and corporations.
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